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 THE LEAHY FAMILY

 JOHN lawyer Carolina, S. and LEAKY, the legislator most the of distin- Negro North
 lawyer and legislator of North
 Carolina, the most distin-

 guished of his family, was quoted
 by the Charlotte Observer of Au-
 gust 3, 1900, as saying :

 JULIETTE MEMERELLE LEARY

 "At the time of the Declaration« of
 American Independence, there was a
 larger number of free Negroes in the
 colonial dependency or territory of
 Great Britain now comprising the
 State of North Carolina than any
 other Southern State. All of the free

 Negroes were patriots and ardent sup-

 ANNA EVANS MURRAY

 porters of the American cause, and
 when the clash of arms came a large
 proportion of them entered the Amer-
 ican army as soldiers and gave their
 blood and lives for American liberty.

 "My great grandfather, a free Ne-

 JOHN SINCLAIR LEARY, SR.

 gro, was one of the patriots and sol-
 diers. He survived the contest and
 not only voted after the constitution
 of 1787 was ratified but on account of

 a wound he received while fighting in
 the army was granted and drew pen-

 NANNIE LATHAM LEARY

 sion from the national government."
 This great grandfather was

 Aaron Revels, who was the father
 of Sara Jane Revels. She married
 Jeremiah O 'Leary of Irish and
 Croatan Indian extraction and es-

 HENRIETTA LEARY EVANS

 tablished the Leary family. Hi-
 ram Revels, the first Negro to serve
 in the United States Senate, be-
 longs to the Revels family.

 Matthew Nathanael Leary, son of
 Jeremiah O 'Leary and Sàra Jane

 MARY PATTERSON EVANS WILSON
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 Revels O 'Leary, was born Febru-
 ary 15, 1802, in Sampson County,
 North Carolina, and was reared in
 Fayetteville, Cumberland County,
 in that state. He was a freeborn

 man of color. His occupation was
 that of harnessmaker, eventually
 harness manufacturer. When a boy
 he served an apprenticeship in har-
 ness making and saddling in the
 wholesale establishment of William

 Warden, in whose employ Leary
 wąs under the direct instruction of
 George Raglin, a servant of War-
 den and later foreman of the har-

 ness concern. Leary, on becoming
 of age, advanced money to Raglin
 to purchase his freedom. A short
 while afterwards Leary and Rag-
 lin bought out the Warden firm
 (then oń the corner of Person and
 Dick Streets, Fayetteville, North
 Carolina). There they did business
 for themselves until Raglin, becom-
 ing old, retired and sold his part of
 thè firm to Leary, who enlarged
 the concern and carried on an
 extensive wholesale business. In

 Leary 's employ were many youths
 who were bound to him for the pur-
 pose of learning the trade. Among
 those were the late John Scott,
 William Thigpen, Nelson Freeman,
 all of whom proved themselves
 most worthy. The first two named
 moved to Oberlin, Ohio, where they
 successfully carried on business en-
 terprises of their own. Scott was
 the maternal grandfather of the re-
 nowned violinist, Clarence Cam-
 eron White. Matthew Nathanael

 Leary conducted his business in
 Fayetteville until his eyesight
 failed. He then employed, as over-
 seer for the firm, a white man
 named John Robideaux, until his
 sons became old enough to carry on
 the business. He then purchased
 large plantations to which he de-
 voted most of his time.

 In political affiliation Leary was
 a Whig until the beginning of the
 Civil War, when he became a Re-
 publican. He was a staunch aboli-
 tionist and well-known philanthro-
 pist, giving both his time and
 means to advąnce the cause of free-
 dom. On several occasions he gave
 money to slaves to buy their time
 from their masters ; and aided them
 in securing their emancipation.

 Among the number to receive fa-
 vors at his hands was Marsh

 Hooper, who in later years con-
 ducted an emigration society to
 Africa. Leary was a tireless pro-
 moter of education. Although at
 that time ònly free-born children
 were allowed to attend school, he
 not only advanced money to pay
 for their instruction, but taught
 many slaves to read, write and fig-
 ure. And while it was then unlaw-
 ful to teach those in slavery, the
 benefits of his activities proved to
 be telling, even to this day. One
 man whom Leary taught over an
 extended period of time wafc Handy
 McLaughlin, a Methodist minister,
 who was forbidden to preach; and
 because he continued he was given
 thirty-nine lashes. This, however,
 did not stop him. For, being deter-
 mined to preach the Gospel, he re-
 sumed his work and reached an ap-
 preciable height in his vocation.

 In religious faith Leary was a
 Protestant. He aided in organizing
 St. Joseph's Episcopal Church of
 Fayetteville, and was organizer
 and first director of the choir, many
 members of which he taught vocal
 music during his spare time.

 In 1825 Matthew Nathanael
 Leary married Juliette Anna Mei-
 moriel, a French woman who was
 born in France and brought from
 the French Wèst Indies to Fayette-
 ville (then called Cross Creek),
 North Carolina, by her mother,
 Mariette Colostic Williard Meimo-
 riel (Mumrelle or Memerelle), with
 whom it is known that General La-

 Fayette, when visiting in town in
 1824, had thę pleasure of convers-
 ing in French, she and her daugh-
 ter being the only native French in
 the place at that time. Matthew
 Nathanael Leary Sr. was the father
 of seven children, all of whom be-
 came adults.

 The oldest of these seven chil-
 dren was Matthew Nathanael

 Leary, Jr., a well-known manufac-
 turer and politician who held .re-
 sponsible government positions in
 Washington, D. C., for some years.
 He was the father of a number of
 children, seven in all. Three daugh-
 ters, Libby, Sarah Meimoriel and
 Lucy were teachers in the Public
 Schools of Fayetteville. The sons,

 more inclined to business, assisted
 their father in his harness work.

 The oldest son, John S. Leary,
 moved to Cambridge, Massachu-
 setts. He held for a number of

 years a clerical position in the
 Copley-Plaza Hotel of Boston.

 The next oldest son of Matthew

 Nathanael Leary, Sr., was Lewis
 Sheridan Leary, who was early as-
 sociated with the Leary firm, but
 later moved to Oberlin, Ohio. There
 he met John Brown, the Abolition-
 ist, with whom he made the first
 bold stroke for freedom. In the

 engagement at Harper's Ferry he
 was killed, leaving behind a widow
 with an eight months infant.

 The two oldest daughters of Mat-
 thew Nathanael Leary, Sr., were
 Henrietta and Sara Leary Evans,
 who moved to Oberlin, Ohio, where
 they married brothers - Henry
 Evans and Wilson Bruce Evans I.

 These two brothers participated in
 the Oberlin - Wellington rescue in
 1858 and for thus defying the Fu-
 gitive Slave Law were arrested and
 imprisoned along with 18 others in
 the Cleveland jail until the next
 July, when the indictments were
 dropped because of the counter
 charge against the slave-catcher,
 who had violated an Ohio law.

 Anna Evans, the daughter of
 Henry Evans, married Daniel Mur-
 ray of Washington, D. C., and
 from this union came the well-

 known Murray family represented
 among others by such children as
 Daniel Murray, Jr., a violinist;
 George Henry Murray, who stud-
 ied at Harvard College and fin-
 ished law at Howard, but has since
 then been an instructor in the Car-

 dozo Business High School ; Na-
 thaniel Murray, who while being
 educated at Cornell participated in
 the founding there of the Alpha
 Phi Alpha Fraternity and is now
 an instructor in science at the

 Armstrong Manual Training
 Schďol ; Harold B. Murray, who was
 educated in engineering at Cornell
 and served as an engineer in Brazil
 but later as a manufacturer of

 paper in Mexico. He has a number
 of interesting children. Nathaniel
 Murray has two daughters, one of
 whom, Pauline Murray Garcia, is
 married to a Mexican, and the oth-
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 er, Eunice Catalina Murray, is a
 stenographer in the United States
 Civil Service.

 Mary Patterson Evans, the
 daughter of Henry Evans, after
 serving for some time as a teacher
 in the District of Columbia, mar-
 ried Butler Wilson, the late attor-
 ney and social reformer of Boston.
 They had five children, Marion,
 Roland, Lola, Edward and Francis.
 Roland became a builder and his

 brother Francis is a guardian of
 peace living in quietude with his
 wife and two children in Boston.

 JOSEPH HENRY BROOKS EVANS

 NATHANAEL ELLISON MURRAY

 MME. LILLIAN EVANTI

 WILSON B. EVANS



 30 The Negro History Bulletin

 Wilson Bruce Evans, the brother
 of Mary Patterson Wilson and An-
 na Evans Murray, married Annie
 Brooks and from this marriage
 came two children - Joseph H. B.
 Evans and Lillian Evans (Madame
 E vanti). The former was educated
 at Michigan, taught a while, and
 then began a career in the insur-
 ance field. He later served the Fed-
 eral Government in various capaci-
 ties, the most important being in
 connection with the F. E. P. C. He

 has one daughter, Hilda Lewis, who
 teaches in the Washington Public
 Schools. Lillian Evans, who mar-
 ried Roy W. Tibbs, for whom she
 bore a son, Thurlow Tibbs, was
 educated at Howard and at the best

 musical centers in Europe, where
 she sang in grand opera at Nice
 and on numerous concert tours in
 the United States under the name

 Madame Evanti. Thurlow Tibbs,
 a product of Howard and of the
 Department of African Languages
 of the University of Pennsylvania,
 has just returned from his post in
 Abyssinia, where he served that na-
 tion during thé Second World War.

 John Sinclair Leary, the young-
 est son of Matthew Nathanael

 Leary I, was a distinguished law-
 yer, professor and politician, of
 Fayetteville and later of Charlotte,
 North Carolina. He was trained as
 a harness maker in his father's
 shop. He received his early educa-
 tion under white instructors em-
 ployed by his father; and first
 studied law under William B.
 Wright, a noted attorney of Fay-
 etteville, North Carolina. After this
 he entered Howard University and
 was graduated from the Làw De-
 partment under the deanship of
 John M. Langston. He was the sec-
 ond Negro lawyer to be admitted to
 the North Carolina Bar, and to
 practice in that State. He was
 founder and the first dean of the

 Law Department of Shaw Univer-
 sity, where he taught the late At-
 torney«E. A. Johnson, of New York
 City, and Attorney Lanier of North
 Carolina. John Sinclair Leary was
 the founder and first president of
 the North Carolina Industrial As-

 sociation, which for several years
 conducted fairs showing the prog-

 ress of his people. Always devoted
 to education, he was twice elected
 by members of both races as school
 committeeman for Fayeteville. He
 was a member of the North Caro-

 lina State Legislature for two
 terms; and was twice elected as
 delegate to the National Republi-
 can Convention. During his early
 years he was Internal Revenue Col-
 lector. He moved to Charlotte,
 North Carolina, in 1892 and prac-
 ticed there with great success until
 he died in 1904.

 John S. Leary married Nannie
 Latham, a graduate of Scotia Semi-
 nary at Concord, North Carolina,
 where she later taught six years.
 Years thereafter, she came back to
 the school room at the St. MichaeFs
 Episcopal School in Charlotte,
 from which she retired in 1928 af-
 ter having spent thirty-five years
 in the profession. To John S. Leary
 and this companion were born six
 children. Two of these children,
 Hattie Beatrice Leary and Hen-
 rietta Evans Leary Davis, died
 early in life. Nannie Ethel Leary
 Syphax, a daughter, was educat-
 ed at Scotia Seminary and at
 Johnson C. Smith University. She
 has rendered faithful service as a
 teacher. She married Fred B. Sy-
 phax of Washington, D. C., and
 bore him one son who served in the
 armed forces during the Second
 World War. Rose Graham Leary
 Love, another daughter, was edu- •
 cated also at Scotia and at Johnson
 C. Smith University. She is mar-
 ried to George Ę. Love, but devotes
 her time to teaching in Charlotte.
 Her special interests are music and
 children's literature and she has
 written creditable poetry in the ex-
 pression of these interests. Matthew
 Nathanael Leary IY is a product of
 Johnson C. Smith and Howard Uni-
 versity Dental School. He resides
 in Wilmington, North Carolina,
 where he has a lucrative practice
 of dentistry. John S. Leary, Jr., is
 a product of Fisk University with
 credit for advanced work at Co-

 lumbia, and now serves as the prin-
 cipal of a public school in Greens-
 boro, where he has been a teacher
 many years.

 From Sara Jane Leary, another

 daughter of Matthew Nathanael
 Leary, came the Inborden branch
 of the Leary family. Sara Jane
 Evans, her daughter, finished Ober-
 lin college and then taught at
 Bricks Industrial School, in North
 Carolina. She married T. S. In-

 borden, the head of this school who
 for many years rendered there effi-
 cient service. Mrs. Inborden be-
 came the mother of three chil-

 dren, Mrs. Julia Inborden Gordon,
 Mrs. Dorothy Inborden Miller, and
 Wilson Bruce Inborden. Dorothy
 Inborden Miller, married to Walk-
 er D. Miller, is a product of Fisk
 University and of Columbia, from
 which she received the degree of
 Master Arts. She first taught Home
 Economics at the Bricks School,
 and next served as the head of a

 similar department of the West
 Virginia State College, and later as
 director of Home Economics for Di-

 visions 10 to 13 of the Washington
 Public Schools. She is now the prin-
 cipal of the Margaret Murray
 Washington Vocational School of
 the same system. Julia Inborden
 Gordon, the other daughter of this
 family, is also a product of Fisk.
 She taught also at the Bricks School
 and then married the late John

 Gordon. She has three children,
 Mrs. Frances Gordon Early, a
 graduate in business administra-
 tion of Howard University, Julia
 Evans Gordon, a graduate of North
 Carolina State College, and now a
 student in the School of Social

 Service of Atlanta University, and
 John Newton Gordon, a student of
 Lincoln University in Pennsyl-
 vania. Wilson Bruce Inborden, the
 third of the children of Sara Jane
 Evans Gordon and T. S. Inbor-

 den, is a graduate of, the Howard
 University School of Engineering
 and is now an instructor at St. Au-

 gustine College in Raleigh, North
 Carolina.

 Mary Elizabeth Leary Perry, the
 youngest offspring of Matthew Na-
 thanael Leary, the original Leary
 family, was an accomplished musi-
 cian and teacher. She received her

 early literary training mainly pri-
 vately under white teachers and
 continued her academic education
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 at St. Angustine. She began the
 study of music at a very early
 age under her father. Later she
 studied organ and piano under
 Nettie Baker Zeigler of Chicago.
 She was for some years organist of
 St. Joseph's Episcopal Church,
 Fayetteville, North Carolina. She
 was married to Dallas Perry, an
 outstanding architect and builder,

 a piece of whose craftsmanship was
 the subject of a notable painting by
 Elliot Dangerfield, purchased by
 the late Edsel Ford, in whose home
 the picture now hangs.

 Mary Elizabeth Leary Perry had
 four children. Matthew Nathanael
 Leary Perry, one of these children,
 is a prominent and successful phy-
 sician in Fayetteville, North Caro-

 lina. He is one among the first
 physicians to advocate the estab-
 lishment of venereal disease clinics.

 He was syphilologist in the Negro,
 Division of the Hoke County
 Health Department, having for its
 objective the confirming of the
 need of state and national venereal
 disease control.

 The next of the offspring in or-

 OBERLIN- WELLINGTON RESCUERS IN THE CLEVELAND JAIL
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 WASHINGTON, D. G

 MARY ELIZABETH LEARY PERRY II

 M. NATHANIEL LEARY PERRY

 JOHN SINCLAIR LEARY PERRY, JR.
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 DR. AND MRS. J. S. PERRY VISIT
 THEIR SON SHERIDAN LEARY
 CHRISTMAS PERRY AT HARVARD

 der of birth was the late Mary E.
 Leary Perry II, who was among
 the early members of the colored
 population to attend the New Eng-
 land Conservatory of Music in Bos-
 ton. She established the Music De-

 partment of the State Teachers
 College at Fayetteville, North
 Carolina, and was for a number of
 years directress of the Music De-
 partment of Shaw University. She
 was also head of the music depart-
 ment of St. Augustine's College in
 Raleigh, North Carolina.

 Dallas Leary Perry, the second
 son and third oldest of the family,
 is a pharmacist of wide experience.
 He is at present pharmaceutical
 chemist in charge of the Drug Man-
 ufacturing Department of Fort
 Bragg. He was married in 1917 to
 Miss Emily McCoy, a teacher in the
 Public Schools of Fayetteville,
 North Carolina. He has two daugh-
 ters, Mary Elizabeth Perry Robin-
 son, also a teacher in the Public
 Schools of Fayetteville, and Julia
 Emily Perry Cooper, employed in
 the Office of the Registrar of How-
 ard University. To the latter
 daughter was born one child,
 Cheryl.

 John Sinclair Leary Perry, the
 youngest of the descendants of
 Mary Elizabeth Leary Perry, has
 been engaged in the practice of
 medicine for the last ten years in
 Washington, D. C. Prior to his
 coming to "Washington he practiced
 at Wilmington, North Carolina,
 where he was on the surgical staff
 of Community Hospital. His ear-
 liest practice was at Hamlet, North
 Carolina, at which place he con-
 ducted for a number of years a pri-
 vate hospital. He organized the
 Tide Water District Medical So-
 ciety of North Carolina and was
 active and instrumental in secur-

 ing the State Tubercular Sanato-
 rium for Negroes. He has distin-
 guished himself in Neuropsychia-

 ( Continued on page 47)  THURLOW TIBBS

 DALLAS LEARY PERRY, IN THE FORT BRAGG LABORATORIES
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 Mansong, with a bag in his hands.
 He told me it was the king's plea-
 sure that I should depart forthwith
 from the vicinage of Sego ; but that
 Mansong wishing to relieve a white
 man in distress, had sent me five
 thousand cowries, to enable me to
 purchase provisions in the course
 of my journey ; the messenger add-
 ed that, if my intentions were
 really to proceed to Jenne, he had
 orders to accompany me as a guide
 to Sansanding. I was at first puz-
 zled to account for this behavior of
 the king ; but from the conversation
 I had with the guide, I had after-
 wards reason to believe that Man-

 song would willingly have admitted
 me into his presence at Sego, but
 was apprehensive he might not be
 able to protect me against the blind
 and inveterate malice of the Moor-

 ish inhabitants. His conduct, there-
 fore, was at once prudent and lib-
 eral. The circumstances under

 which I made my appearance at
 Sego were undoubtedly such as
 might create in the mind of the
 king a well-warranted suspicion
 that I wished to conceal the true

 object of my journey. He argued,
 probably, as my guide argued :
 who, when he was told that I had
 come from a great distance, and
 through many dangers, to behold
 the Joliba river, naturally in-
 quired if there were no rivers in
 my own country, and whether one
 river was not like another. Not-

 withstanding this, and in spite of
 the jealous machinations of the
 Moors, this benevolent prince
 thought it sufficient that a white
 man was found in his dominions, in
 a condition of extreme wretched-

 ness; and that no other plea was
 necessary to entitle the sufferer to
 his bounty.

 Robert Thomas
 Kerlin

 {Continued from page 35)

 of America have never shown due
 appreciation for the sacrifices which
 he has made in their behalf. To
 this comment Dr. Kerlin promptly
 replied to the contrary. He re-
 ferred in particular to an expres-
 sion of gratitude from the Negroes

 of Roanoke, Virginia, soon after he
 was dismissed from the Virginia
 Military Institute. He was invited
 to the city, as he thought, to ad-
 dress a meeting at a church. On
 arriving he found that the building
 was not lighted, but in a dimly
 lighted room in the rear of the edi-
 fice he found about thirty persons
 seated. One arose and said, "We
 did not invite you here to speak.
 Some day we shall have you address
 an audience which no auditorium
 in the city will seat. Tonight we
 desire merely to present you this
 token of our appreciation.' 9 Open-
 ing the handsome purse, Dr. Kerlin
 was moved to tears of gratitude to
 find that these poor people had pre-
 sented him with six twenty-dollar
 gold pieces.

 This small group of those for
 whom he had thus spoken in quar-
 ters where they were not permitted
 to speak for themselves did their
 duty, but very few other Negroes
 likewise responded. At that time
 there were in the United States
 three Negroes rated as millionaires,
 and not a one volunteered a penny.
 At that time there were privately
 supported Negro institutions which
 did not look to the local or national
 governments for support and were
 supposedly free from political con-
 trol, but not a one offered him a
 chair on its faculty. They all stood
 in fear of losing a few contribu-
 tions from some industrialist whò
 would not support a school with a
 professor advocating freedom for
 the Negro and the right of the la-
 boring man to enjoy the fruits of
 his labor. These ungrateful Negroes
 chose rather to stand by and let
 Kerlin die, but like the victims of
 the Elaine, Arkansas riot in behalf
 of whom he fearlessly spoke out in
 1923, he did not die; and he will
 never die.

 The Leary Family
 ( Continued from page 34)

 try, having made many contribu-
 tions to the medical literature in
 this as well as in other medical
 branches. He did work at Saint
 Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington,
 D. C., for some years. He was for-

 merly Clinical Assistant in Neuro-
 psychiatry at Freedmen's Hospital,
 and member of the Psychiatric Di-
 vision of the Fort Myer Examina-
 tion Board. He is a fellow of the
 National Medical Association, and
 vice-president of the Medico-Chi-
 rurgical Society of Washington, D.
 C., and member of the Board of
 Directors of the Washington Wel-
 fare Association. In 1916 he was
 married to Miss Elizabeth Christ-
 mas, daughter of Lt. H. S. Christ-
 mas of Raleigh, North Carolina,
 and a former teacher at Wilming-
 ton. He has two sons, John Sin-
 clair Leary Perry, Jr., who is with
 the Army Air Forces in the Philip-
 pine Islands, and Sheridan Leary
 Christmas Perry, a student in the
 College of Arts and Sciences at
 Harvard University, Cambridge,
 Massachusetts.

 Celebrations
 ( Continued from page 26)

 thizer and Civil War nurse, born
 November 29, 1832. At the same
 time we may pay tribute to Bishop
 William Meade, a Southern preach-
 er to neglected Negroes, born No-
 vember 11, 1789; and to Andrew
 Carnegie, the first philanthropist
 to give a large sum for the educa-
 tion of Negroes, born November 25,
 1835.

 Dangers of Political
 Leadership

 ( Continued from page 48)

 to keep the people in ignorance
 than to enlighten them beyond local
 political control. A most serious ob-
 jection is that the Federal Govern-
 ment might not be as faithful as
 the states in teaching race distinc-
 tions and in justifying the subordi-
 nation of one race to the other. Any
 book or lecture emphasizing broth-
 erhood or the principles of equality
 and justice would seriously con-
 flict with education as it is now
 carried out in many of the states
 and would dynamite the traditions
 on which such parts have projected
 a future of great peace and happi-
 ness for one race only.
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