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 THE GIBBS FAMILY
 By C. G. Woodson

 THE from Mifflin Gibbs Philadelphia. Wistar Family Gibbs' developed In Judge auto-
 from Philadelphia. In Judge
 Mifflin Wistar Gibbs' auto- •

 biography Shadow and Light he
 says that he was the son of Jona-
 than Clarkson Gibbs, a Wesleyan

 MARIA ANN ALEXANDER GIBBS

 Methodist minister serving in
 Philadelphia when this son was
 born on April 17, 1823. His mother
 Maria (Jackson) Gibbs, was a de-
 vout Christian, member of the
 Primitive ( Hard-Shell) Baptist
 Church ; but differing religious
 views did not disturb the happiness
 of their home. His parents who
 were married in Philadelphia on
 March 4, 1819, had six children
 three of whom died in childhood,
 leaving Mifflin Wistar, Jonathan
 Clarkson and Isaiah. Their for-

 bears were numbered among the
 most intelligent and enterprising
 of the old citizens of Philadelphia.
 The Judge tells us that on a Sun-
 day morning the father urged the
 family to attend his church, which
 they did; and he preached that
 morning from the text in Genesis
 37 :1 6, saying "I seek mv brethren ;
 tell me I pray thee, where they
 feed their flocks.' ' On the follow-

 ing Sunday lie lay cold in death
 before that pulpit from which he
 had preached a week ķefore. Death

 overtook him suddenly, and this
 worked a sad change in the career
 of the Gibbs Family. He left an
 all but penniless widow with four
 small children.

 Inasmuch as this widow had to

 reconstruct the family program in
 order to exist, Mifflin Wistar Gibbs
 had to leave the Free School con-

 ducted by one Mr. Kennedy, an
 Irishman under whom the youth
 had rapidly advanced. It was
 necessary for the son to go to
 work. He first drove a doctor's

 horse for $3.00 a month, and at
 the age of sixteen he was appren-
 ticed to the carpenter's trade un-
 der James Gibbons. On becoming
 of age, he had learned the trade
 and began to take contracts for
 work in his own name; but his
 brother, Jonathan Clarkson Gibbs,
 who joined the local Presbyterian
 Church at the same time Mifflin

 Wistar Gibbs did aspired to the

 ministry. He prepared for college
 at the Kimball Academy, entered
 Dartmouth under the auspices of
 the Presbyterian Assembly, studied
 theology at Princeton and en-
 tered the ministry. Mifflin Wistar
 Gibbs, ambitious also to render his
 race a service, traveled awhile with
 Frederick Douglass, but abandoned
 the ambition of becoming a re-
 former and went to seek his for-
 tune in California in 1850. Gibbs

 went by steerage to Aspinwall,
 crossed the Isthmus to Panama

 where he was detained by an at-
 tack of fever, and then proceeded
 up the Pacific Coast to San Fran-
 cisco which he reached in Septem-
 ber with only sixty cents. He con-
 trived to find board at a small hotel

 without having to pay in advance,
 and purchased on credit a kit of
 tools with which he began work as
 a carpenter. His future at this
 trade was not bright, however, for

 HORACE, IDA AND HARRIET GIBBS
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 white carpenters belonging to
 unions which did not admit Ne-

 groes would not work on the same
 job with a Negro carpenter. Gibbs
 resorted to boot-blacking or to al-
 most any thing he could find to
 do, and finally saved enough money
 to go into the boot and shoe busi-
 ness as a partner in the firm known
 as Lester and Gibbs. In this busi-

 ness he and his partner prospered.
 They sold boots and shoes locally
 and to people in cities as far away
 as Oregon and Lower California.

 Gibbs , struggle was not merely
 a personal matter. Although he
 had risen to a conspicuous position
 in the city, neither he nor other
 Negroes were recognized in Cali-
 fornia as citizens at that time. He

 inspired action in behalf of his
 people, and with the cooperation
 of W. H. Newby, another Negro,
 published in the Alta California ,
 the leading paper of the state, a
 protest against being disfranchised
 and denied the right to bear wit-
 ness. Friends of freedom formed

 a committee which brought out the
 Mirror of the Times to advocate
 equal rights for all Americans.
 Memorials were sent to state con-

 ventions and petitions were pre-
 sented to the state legislature with-
 out avail. Gibbs and his partner,
 therefore refused to pay poll tax
 on the grounds that they were not
 permitted to exercise the functions
 of citizens, and the authorities of-
 fered for sale some portion of their
 goods to satisfy the state 's demand ;
 but no one dared to buy such goods
 under the circumstances. This at-
 titude he and his coworkers main-

 tained and did not cease battling
 against discrimination until these
 walls were broken down.

 Gibbs did not wait for this

 change to take place in California.
 He was prosperous in business
 there, but became more dissatisfied
 because he was not permitted to
 become a citizen. When gold was
 discovered in Fraser River valley
 in 1858 he joined others who went
 into this new gold rush to what
 later became British Columbia. At
 that time the only settlement there
 was the trading post of the Hud-

 son Bay Company. A town nearby
 had been laid out and in a few

 days it was a flourishing settlement
 offering many opportunities for
 the adventurer. Gibbs went into

 business there selling almost every-
 thing useful to miners and pio-
 neers, and he again prospered as
 he had done in California.

 In 1859, therefore, he was able
 to return to the United States to

 fulfill his promise to marry Maria
 A. Alexander, a Kentucky woman,
 who had been educated at Ober-

 lin. After visiting former friends
 like Frederick Douglass in Roches-
 ter and relatives in Philadelphia,
 he and his bride set out by sea for
 Victoria on Vancouver Island. On

 this trip they could not escape the
 excitement which met them every-
 where on the battle line of free-

 dom and slavery. The Supreme
 Court through Roger B. Tanev liad
 rendered the Dred Scott decision,
 John Brown was organizing his
 raid on the strongholds of slavery,
 Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham
 Lincoln were in exciting debate,
 and William H. Seward had ad-

 vanced to the position of consider-
 ing the struggle an ' 1 Irrepressible
 Conflict.' ' Secure in Canada, he
 could view the battle from afar.

 In Canada the Gibbs were hap-
 py. They lived above pecuniary
 embarrassment and passed as some
 of the most - representative people
 of Victoria. Five children came

 into this home - Donald F., Hor-
 ace E., Ida A., and Hattie A.
 Gibbs. One child died before reach-

 ing adolescence. As a home builder
 as well as a business man Gibbs

 impressed himself favorably on
 the community. He was elected to
 the Common Council of Victoria,
 Vancouver Island in 1866 and was

 reelected for the succeeding term.
 During these years, moreover, he
 studied law under one Mr. Ring,
 an English barrister, and gave at-
 tention to the economics underly-
 ing the business which he was pro-
 moting. His success in the conduct
 of the first general merchandise
 house in Victoria enabled him to
 take stock in and become a direc-
 tor of a railroad company organ-

 ized to provide an outlet to market
 for the valuable anthracite coal

 discovered on Queen Charlotte Is-
 land. When the bids for the con-
 struction of the road were invited

 Gibbs resigned as director and sub-
 mitted a bid which was accepted.
 He built the road extending from
 the Queen Charlotte mine to Skid-
 gate harbor, using mainly Indian
 labor. When the railroad was com-

 pleted he was made its superin-
 tendent, and in this capacity
 shipped to San Francisco the first
 cargo of anthracite coal mined on
 the Pacific.

 Soon, however, Gibbs reached
 another turning point in his life,
 The Civil War had worked a revo-
 lution in the United States. The

 privileges which Gibbs had strug-
 gled hard for during his early
 years had now been granted. The
 Negro had not only become free,
 but had been made a citizen exer-

 cising the right to vote and hold
 office. Gibbs thought therefore that
 he had better return to make the

 United States his permanent home.
 He had already sent his family to
 Oberlin to enjoy the opportunities
 offered there for the education of

 his children. In 1869, therefore,
 he left Queen Charlotte Island and
 went to Victoria. There he settled

 his business and joined his family
 at Oberlin. He had read law and
 at Oberlin he took a course in the

 law department of an Oberlin busi-
 ness college.

 Several suggestions for a perma-
 nent home were made to him,
 among them that of his brother
 Jonathan C€ Gibbs who was then

 Secretary of State of Florida. Sev-
 eral friends in Arkansas urged him
 to come there and he finally set-
 tled in Little Rock.

 In Little Rock, Gibbs entered
 upon the practice of law in 1872
 in a firm taking the name of
 Wheeler and Gibbs. He thus start-

 ed out favorably with Lloyd G.
 Wheeler, a man trained in a Chi-
 cago law school and with consider-
 able practice at that time in Little
 Rock. Gibbs was successful in his

 practice and accumulated consider-
 able property. He found both the
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 bench and the bar courteous and

 fair. He enjoyed such high stand-
 ing among his associates and in
 the community that in 1873 he was
 appointed County Attorney for
 Pulaski, but after a few months at
 this post he resigned to assume the
 office of Municipal Judge of the
 City of Little Rock to which he
 had been elected.

 Judge Gibbs' life thereafter be-
 comes a chapter in the history of
 the struggle of the race for recog-
 nition and opportunity. He figured
 in all important matters local and
 national having a bearing on the
 progress of the Negro in the Unit-
 ed States. In state politics he was
 outstanding, and in the national
 Republican conventions he was a
 conspicuous figure. He came
 through the Brooks-Baxter War
 without any loss of his political
 influence. He was appointed by
 President Hayes Register of the
 United States Lands for the East-
 ern District of Arkansas and thus

 functioned eight years, having been
 reappointed by President Arthur.
 President Harrison appointed him
 as Receiver of Public Monies at

 Little Rock in 1889. In 1897 Judge
 Gibbs was appointed as United
 States Consul at Tamatave, Mada-
 gascar. There he spent four years
 happily in the service during the
 administration jof Governor-Gen-
 eral Gallieni with whom his rela-

 tions were very cordial. Judge
 Gibbs left that post in 1901 when
 he was succeeded by W. H. Hunt
 who had aided him first as clerk
 and next as vice-consul. Later Mr.

 Hunt married the Judge's daugh-
 ter Ida A. Gibbs.

 Mrs. Hunt, like her brothers and
 sisters, was born in Victoria on
 Vancouver Island. She was edu-

 cated in the public schools of Ober-
 lin and at Oberlin College in Ohio.
 She began her career as a teacher.
 She taught English at Alabama
 Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
 lege at Normal, Alabama. Next
 she taught in the Florida Agricul-
 tural and Mechanical College at
 Tallahassee where her cousin
 Thomas Van Rensselaer Gibbs had

 figured as co-founder of the insti-
 tution. She finally closed her ca-
 reer as a teacher in Washignton,
 D. C., the public school system of
 which she left in 1904 to marry
 W. H. Hunt. She became his faith-

 HARRIET GIBBS MARSHALL

 ful companion in his service in
 Madagascar, later at St. Etienne

 HORACE AND CAPITOLA GIBBS
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 in France, in the Azores, in Guada-
 lupe and finally in Liberia,
 where he was stationed also as con-

 sul. From this last assignment he
 retired with a most creditable rec-
 ord in 1933 and settled down in

 Washington where Mrs. Hunt has
 given much time and means to
 agencies working for the improve-
 ment of humanity. She has been
 deeply interested in political and
 social questions in the discussion
 of which she has shown compre-
 hensive grasp and the vision of a
 student of world politics. In the
 addresses which she has made she

 has set forth her ideas of progress
 and reform as clarified by her ex-
 periences with people on the three
 continents on which she has lived.
 Her contribution has been de-

 cidedly stimulating to the advance-
 ment of humanity toward social
 justice. She figured in the Niagara
 Movement, the forerunner of the
 National Association for the Ad-

 vancement of Colored People. She
 was an outstanding member of the
 French Red Cross during the First
 World War. She works also in co-
 operation with the Woman's In-
 ternational League for Peace and
 Freedom.

 Judge Gibbs' other children gave
 a good account of themselves.
 Donald F. Gibbs became a ma-
 chinist. He operated privately and
 also in a plant in Cleveland, Ohio,
 where he rose to the position of
 foreman. -Horace, who made his
 home in Chicago, became a printer.
 Still more distinguished, however,
 was the Judge's daughter Harriet
 A. Gibbs who was born at Victoria,
 Vancouver, February 18, 1869. She
 was educated at Oberlin College
 and is said to be the first Negro ,
 to be graduated by the Oberlin
 Conservatory of Music. She con-
 tinued her studies in Boston and
 Chicago and studied piano in
 France with Moskowski. She re-
 turned to this country, a finished
 pianist, and gave recitals at the
 most advanced centers of culture

 in the United States. Feeling, how-
 ever, that her mission was that of
 teaching, she began her career in
 trying to develop a music depart-

 ment in connection with the Eck-

 stein-Norton University at Cane
 Spring, Kentucky. From that posi-
 tion she came to Washington with
 the same idea. After serving as
 assistant director of music in the
 Public Schools of the District of

 Columbia, she founded the Wash-
 ington Conservatory of Music, the
 building for which was given by
 her father. Not long after coming
 to Washington she married Cap-
 tain Napoleon Bonaparte Marshall,
 a Harvard graduate, who served in
 the World War and later as attaché

 of the Haitian legation. While in
 Haiti Mrs. Marshall started an in-
 dustrial school and wrote a book

 entitled The Story of Haiti. Re-
 turning to Washington, she re-
 sumed the work at the Conserva-

 tory which others had conducted
 during her absence. This institu-
 tion has done much to elevate the

 tone of the community in inculcat-
 ing an appreciation for music and
 dramatic expression. Mrs. Mar-
 shall aimed to reorganize the in-
 stitution on a broader basis than

 the mere conservatory and develop

 MRS. IDA GIBBS HUNT IN HER HOME IN MADAGASCAR IN 1904
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 it into a National Music Center.

 During the last generation, how-
 ever, she was afflicted with arthritis
 to the extent that she could no

 longer function as a pianist, but
 she bore her affliction without mur-

 mur and died February 26, 1941.
 Judge Gibbs' youngest brother

 Isaiah married in California in

 1855, became a pioneer, but left
 no offspring. They had a very dis-
 tinguished brother, J onathan Clark-
 son Gibbs. He was born in Phila-

 delphia on September 28, 1821.
 This brother was a member of the

 Presbyterian Church in Philadel-
 phia where he and Mifflin were

 MRS. JONATHAN C. GIBBS, SECOND
 WIFE OF THE MINISTER AND EDU-

 CATOR

 MR. AND MRS. WM. H. HUNT WITH FRIENDS EN ROUTE FROM ST. ETIENNE
 TO HAUTE LOIRE IN FRANCE FORTY YEARS AGO

 born and brought up. The religious
 influence of this circle had a more

 telling effect or made a more lasting
 impression on Jonathan than on
 his brother. Jonathan was en-

 couraged to prepare himself for
 the ministry. He had been trained
 like his brother to be a carpenter,
 but this trade was to serve him

 only as a means to an end. The
 aspirant to the ministry, however,
 had the ambition not only to serve,
 but to serve efficiently. He prepared
 for college at Kimball Union Acad-

 emy at Hanover, New Hampshire,
 where he finished the course in

 1848. The following fall he en-
 tered Dartmouth College and com-
 pleted the course there in 1852.
 He went next to the Princeton

 Theological Seminary, where he
 studied from 1853 to 1854. From
 that time until 1868 he functioned

 as a Presbyterian minister. He
 was installed as pastor of the Lib-
 erty Street Presbyterian Church
 in Troy, New York, in 1855 and
 served there until 1859. He became

 MRS. IDA GIBBS ON HER WAY IN A MADAGASCAR JINRIKISHA
 FORTY YEARS AGO
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 the pastor of the First African
 Presbyterian Church in Philadel-
 phia in 1860 and served that con-
 gregation until 1866 when he was
 sent to Charleston, . South Caro-
 lina by the Freedmen 's Missionary
 Society.

 Jonathan C. Gibbs preached
 into Florida by 1868 and there
 faced the urgent demand to sup-
 ply that leadership for which he
 was eminently qualified. In those
 days an educated Negro was called
 upon to do almost anything the
 peculiar condition of the people re-
 quired. There was no point in
 Gibbs' preaching to a congrega-
 tion once a week when politicians
 had the whole week to pull them
 in various directions. His con-
 stituents in Florida sent him as a
 delegate to the State Constitutional
 Convention of 1868, held to frame
 a new constitution under which the
 State was to be reconstructed ac-
 cording to the plans worked out
 in Congress. The high officials and
 the leading participants in the re-
 cent rebellion against the United
 States were disqualified for such
 participation because of their dis-
 loyalty, but some of the best white
 citizens of Florida sat in that body.
 Yet "William W. Davis in his Civil
 War and Reconstruct ion in Florida
 said, "The most cultured member
 of the convention, probably, was
 Jonathan Gibbs, a Negro." Gibbs
 was a man of liberal education,
 and he drew upon his knowledge
 of history, literature and philoso-
 phy to keep before that body the
 sober thought of the best thinkers
 as to ideal government. He easily
 won the applause of the electorate
 of Florida and was considered in
 line for the best this state could
 bestow upon him. Along with oth-
 ers chosen to administer the recon-
 struction of Florida Jonathan C.
 Gibbs served as Secretary of State
 from 1868 to 1872. He was also a
 lieutenant colonel in the Florida
 State Militia*

 The lot of Jonathan C. Gibbs,
 however, was still a struggle. It
 was about this time that his broth-

 er, Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, had re-
 turned to the United States to re-

 MRS. THOMAS VAN RENSSELAER
 GIBBS, NEE ALICE MENARD, DAUGH-
 TER OF CONGRESSMAN J. WILLIS

 MENARD

 main permanently and was looking
 around for a desirable place to
 make his new home. Commenting

 on his visit to his brother in Flor-

 ida, the prospector said, ť ť The
 stress of reconstruction and ob-

 vious necessity for ability in sec-
 ular matters induced him to enter

 official life. Naturally indomitable,
 he more than fulfilled the expecta-
 tions of his friends and supporters
 by rare ability as a thinker and
 speaker, with unflinching fidelity
 to his party principles. I found
 him at Tallahassee, the capital, in
 a well-appointed residence, but his
 sleeping place in the attic con-
 tracted, and, as I perceived, con-
 siderable of an arsenal. He said

 that for better vantage it had been
 his resting place for several
 months, as his life had been threat-

 THOMAS VAN RENSSELAER GIBBS (CENTER), IDA A. GIBBS (SEATED ON
 THE RIGHT) AND FRIENDS ATTENDING THE FLORIDA STATE TEACHERS

 ASSOCIATION FIFTY YEARS AGO
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 ened by the 'Ku Klux,' that band
 of midnight assassins whose deeds
 of blood and carnage darken so
 many pages of our national history,
 and was the constant terror of
 white and black adherents to the

 national Government's policy of en-
 franchisement. He was hopeřul of
 better conditions in Florida, and
 introduced me to Governor Hart.

 Both urged me to locate in the
 State, promising me their support.
 I highly appreciated the affection
 of the one and the proffered friend,
 ship of the other. But the feeling
 paramount was that my brother

 MIFFLIN TUCKER GIBBS

 had 'won his spurs' by assiduity
 and fidelity through the scathing
 and fiery ordeal of those trouble-
 some times; that it would ill be-
 come me to profit or serenely rest
 beneath the laurels he had won.

 It was the last interview or sight
 of my brother. Subsequently after
 a three hours' speech, he went to
 his office and suddenly died of
 apoplexy" on August 14, 1874.
 {Shadow and . Light , pp. 111-112.)

 IDA CONSTANCE GIBBS LYTLE

 THOMAS VAN RENSSELAER GIBBS,
 JR., AND HIS WIFE EDNA STEWART

 GIBBS

 DONALD F. GIBBS

 Between the time of the visit of

 his brother and his death, how-
 ever, Jonathan C, Gibbs had fin-
 ished his term as Secretary of State
 and was serving an appointment
 as State Superintendent of Instruc-
 tion in Florida. Well might the
 state turn to him for this service,
 for he was a better educated man

 than any other aspirant for the
 office. He had, moreover, the vision

 MRS. ALICE GIBBS-MILLER LAMAR
 AND SON
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 V. JOSEPHINE MUSE  JESSIE E. MUSE  RICHARD IRVING MUSE

 DR. JONATHAN C. GIBBS AND FAMILY. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: PHYLLIS ELIZABETH GIBBS, DR. JONATHAN C.
 GIBBS, MRS. CATHOLINE ALLEN GIBBS, HARRIET CATHOLINE GIBBS, AND JONATHAN C. GIBBS, JR.
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 of great achievements of the neg-
 lected poor whites and Negroes
 through education. The Negroes

 FLORENCE MUSE LAWS

 immediately after emancipation
 were more eager than the whites
 to acquire knowledge and they
 crowded the schoolhouses when

 GERALD LAWS

 poor whites preferred to work for
 such a pittance as the untutored
 received in the lower walks of life.

 Education, as Jonathan C. Gibbs

 RECENT WEDDING RECEPTION OF PHYLLIS ELIZABETH GIBBS, DAUGHTER OF DR. AND MRS. JONATHAN C. GIBBS
 OF RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY, AND ATTORNEY J. D. FAUNTLEROY OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
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 understood it, was the great lever-
 age by which men may be lifted
 out of the savage conflict of bar-
 barians and understand one another

 sufficiently to appreciate the good
 in all men and then labor to con-

 struct from differing elements the
 democracy of which we have so
 long dreamed. It was a long way
 to that ideal, however, if a man of
 the intelligence and experience of
 Jonathan C. Gibbs, a graduate of
 one of the best preparatory schools
 in the United States, a product of
 one of the few real colleges in the
 country, and a minister with the
 finishing touches of Princeton
 Theological Seminary, had to sleep
 in the heavily fortified attic of his
 home to escape killing by the Ku
 Klux Klan.

 Judge M. W. Gibbs' children left
 no offspring, but the Jonathan C.
 Gibbs branch of the family has
 been prolonged as a fruitful vine.
 He was married twice and from

 his first marriage to Anna Harris,
 of New York, in 1852 came three
 children two of whom, Julia Pen-
 nington (Gibbs) Muse and Thomas
 Van Rensselaer Gibbs have left

 children and grandchildren. The
 other child Josephine died in child-
 hood. This son served as a member

 of the Florida Legislature and
 piloted through that body the bill
 establishing the State College for
 Negroes at Tallahassee. He was
 an administrator there when his

 cousin Ida A. Gibbs (Mrs. W. H.
 Hunt) taught English on the high-
 er level for a number of years.
 This son of Jonathan C. Gibbs was

 scheduled to walk in the footsteps
 of his father in the political
 sphere, but the reconstruction
 based on Negro suffrage did not
 last more than eight years. The
 agents of disorder in the South
 with the connivance of the fed-

 eral administration of R. B. Hayes
 abandoned the effort to enforce the
 Constitution of the United States

 ß,nd the laws made in pursuance
 thereof and left the freedmen to
 the tender mercies of their former

 enslavers,
 This promising son of the Flor-

 ida statesman died in 1898 eight

 ENOLA E. LAWS

 days after the passing of his wife,
 Alice Menard Gibbs, the daughter
 of Congressman J. Willis Menard.
 She had been a teacher in Jackson-

 ville. They left six children.
 Others of this branch of the

 Gibbs Family have kept the banner
 of their forbears still flying high.
 Julia Pennington Gibbs, a sister of
 Thomas Van Rensselaer Gibbs mar-
 ried R. H. Muse and from this

 union came a daughter Jessie who
 taught in New Haven, following in
 the footsteps of her mother who was
 once a teacher herself. Another of

 her daughters, Josephine Muse, is

 LT. ALPE GIBBS MILLER

 a graduate of the Yale Conserva-
 tory of Music, Oberlin Conserva-
 tory of Music, and a concert artist
 of note. She later studied in Paris.
 At the death of Mrs. Harriet Gibbs
 Marshall Miss Muse was made her
 successor in charge of the Wash-
 ington Conservatory of Music.
 Mrs. Florence Muse Laws, a home-
 maker in Springfield, Massachu-
 setts, a sister of Miss Josephine
 Muse, has two children on their
 way to recognition and fame. Her
 daughter, Julia Enola Laws, has
 just "been graduated with honor at
 the Juilliard School of Music in

 New York City and is now teaching
 music at Shaw University. Her
 son, Gerald Laws, is now an actor
 on Broadway in the show called
 "Finnian's Rainbow/ ' He is a
 stage manager of this show. He
 figured some years ago in "Porgy
 and Bess" and in several other
 shows.

 Thomas Yan Rensselaer Gibbs,
 Jr., was the oldest of the six chil-
 dren left by his father who died
 in 1898. This son married Edna

 Stewart of Richmond, Virginia,
 became an insurance agent of the
 Southern Aid Society in that city,
 and died there without issue in

 1933. Alice Gibbs-Miller-Lamar,
 the next oldest of these six chil-

 dren, is a teacher in Wiersdale,
 Florida, and her son, Lieutenant
 Aide Gibbs Miller, is in the United
 States Signal Corps. Grace Gibbs
 Brown, who married a business
 man of Greensboro where she now

 serves as a teacher in the local pub-
 lic schools is a daughter of Thomas
 Yan Rensselaer Gibbs. Jonathan

 C. Gibbs III, formerly a practi-
 tioner of medicine in Trenton, but
 now in Rutherford, New Jersey, is
 his son. He married Catholine

 Allen of Leesburg, Virginia, in
 1917. They have three children
 all of whom have been educated at

 Howard. Phyllis Elizabeth Gibbs,
 one of his daughters, took the Mas-
 ter 's degree at Columbia after fin-
 ishing the college course at How-
 ard, taught a year at Morgan Col-
 lege, and married Attorney J. D.
 Fauntleroy of Washington, D. C.

 ( Continued on page 22)
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 people, improving their status
 spiritually and culturally.

 St. Paul's Union American
 M. E. Church

 In the year 1850 the St. Paul
 Union American M. E. Church was

 organized by a small group of men
 and women on the side of Webster

 Street opposite to where the pres-
 ent church stands. It was built

 35 years later. It has had many
 prominent colored people as
 members of the congregation. In
 June 1935 the present building was
 remodelled at the cost of Ten Thou-
 sand Dollars ($10,000). It is one
 of the first churches of the Inde-
 pendent Negro church of America.
 Its founder was the Rt. Rev. Peter
 Spencer.

 An Interesting
 Record

 Mr. John W. Cromwell called re-
 cently at the office of the Editor
 and invited attention to the fol-
 lowing :

 A manuscript catalogue of Dart-
 mouth College for 1772 shows that the
 college was then composed of two se-
 niors, five juniors, five sophomores,
 twelve freshmen, eight sub-freshmen,
 and nine miscellaneous students, the
 latter including five Indians and one
 "Molato." The five Indians and 20
 of the 35 white students were at Dart-
 mouth on charity. - Dartmouth Alumni
 Magazine , April, 1947, p. 29.

 The Gibbs Family
 ( Continued from page 12)

 Harriet Catholine Gibbs, Dr.
 Gibbs' other daughter is doing
 graduate work after completing the
 college course at Howard and has
 recently been appointed a teacher
 in the Public Schools of Passaic,
 New Jersey. She is the first Negro
 teacher thus employed in that city.
 Dr. Gibbs' son, his namesake Jon-
 athan C. Gibbs IV, is a sophomore
 in the Howard Medical School.

 Mrs. Constance Gibbs Lytle, the
 fifth in line, lives in Trenton, New
 Jersey. Mifflin Tucker Gibbs, the
 youngest of the six, is a social work-
 er in Philadelphia. He married
 Florence Ewell, of New Haven,

 Connecticut, but they have no chil-
 dren.

 These children feel immeasur-

 ably obligated to Mrs. Elizabeth
 Gibbs Mays, the second wife of the
 Reverend Jonathan C. Gibbs. Al-

 though not the mother of his chil-
 dren and later marrying a second
 time herself, she took over these
 grandchildren of her first husband,
 brought them up and gave them
 an opportunity for education and
 useful service.

 Spare That Tree
 O Continued from page 13)

 in one tree, and the hunter could
 easily keep his family supplied w7ith
 that game during the season.

 Another delight which bright-
 ened the dark days of long ago
 came from the other nut-bearing
 trees - the hickory, the hazel, the
 pecan and the walnut. These nuts,
 especially the walnut of various
 species, grew wild, and hard-
 worked Negroes gathered them by
 the bushels at night or on holidays
 and stored them for winter. Re-

 stricted to coarse cornbread, a small
 rasher of salt pork and occasionally
 a salt herring along with a little
 molasses, those Negroes found great
 joy in sitting around a log fire at
 night cracking and eating these
 nuts. These nuts contain much fat
 and other vitamins for the tired

 body. Without these bounties from
 nature those oppressed people
 could not have existed. In treat-

 ing their history do not forget
 these trees that stood by the way-
 side to do for the weary traveler
 what the privileged fellowman
 would not do for his unfortunate
 brother.

 In Africa the tree is so closely
 connected with the life of the Na-
 tives that there is little wonder

 that they sometimes worship trees.
 They try in this way to express
 their gratitude to useful trees.
 For this reason some Africans be-

 lieve that they descended from
 trees. For instance, there is the
 baobab tree which flourishes in

 many parts of that continent. This
 tree sometimes grows so large that

 the trunk which makes excellent

 timber is thirty feet in diameter.
 Its gourdlike fruit, called monkey
 bread , yields a useful acid, a re-
 freshing drink, and pulp eaten as
 food. The leaves and the bark

 are used for medicine, and from
 the bark the Natives make páper,
 cloth and rope. In other words
 man here finds food, drink, medi-
 cine, clothes and shelter under one
 tree.

 The Natives are very much at-
 tached to the bamboo which is used
 in the construction of huts and

 furniture, and they can hardly fig-
 ure out how they could get along
 without this tree. Very useful
 also are the hard woods like teak,
 ebony and mahogany. Without
 these trees the Natives could not
 have permanent buildings. There
 are millions of termites almost

 everywhere in the tropics and they
 eat up over night such soft woods
 as pine, hemlock and maple used
 in building houses in America and
 Europe; but these insects cannot
 destroy teak, ebony and mahogany.
 The hardwoods, therefore, are a
 blessing to the people who live in
 the warm climates where these

 pests exist. We must not speak
 disparagingly of these people,
 therefore, if they bow down to the
 trees and thank the trees for the

 good they bring forth. We call
 such people heathen, but they are
 not so much heathen as those who

 enjoy the best in life and do not
 2'ive thanks for anything.

 Imperialism
 Dissected

 ( Continued from page 2)

 brought to the United States where
 economic conditions were so much

 better than at their homes that they
 returned to the Caribbean to serve
 as centers from which have devel-

 oped discontent now expressing it-
 self in ways most irritating to the
 economic imperialists. Something,
 therefore, must be done to meet
 these demands.

 Mr. Blanchard does not advocate

 the destruction of European con-
 trol. Despite the fact that it is
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