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 THE COOK FAMILY IN HISTORY

 In Fredericksburg, Virginia,
 lived many of the Free Negroes
 reported from that state. Like the
 most industrious of their kind they
 impressed themselves upon the
 community as a desirable element
 among whom were found enter-
 prising property-owners, mechan-
 ics and artisans. During the early
 years they were well treated by the
 better element of the white people
 with some of whom they were con-
 nected by ties of blood.

 These Free Negroes employed pri-
 vate teachers to instruct their chil-

 dren and had preachers of their
 own race to serve them as spiritual
 leaders during the early years.
 Their close relations with other

 Free Negroes in Alexandria, Wash-
 ington and Baltimore connected
 them with the general current of
 things by which they were further
 enlightened.

 By and by, however, the owners
 of slaves became fearful of their

 bondmen and of the Free Negroes
 who often associated with them.
 It was not unusual for a man to
 be free while his wife was a slave
 and vice versa. When slaves be-

 gan to strike down their owners to
 make themselves free, the state
 passed harsh laws to separate Free
 Negroes from the slaves and to
 prevent either class from learning
 about freedom and liberty. One of
 the first things they did was close
 up the schools which Free Negroes
 had once been permitted to hold.
 Next they passed in 1838 a law
 that if a Free Negro left the state
 to study he would not be allowed
 to return to Virginia.

 Now the Free Negroes of Fred-
 erickburg were determined to have
 thëir children learn to read and

 write, and some of the white peo-
 ple stood ready to aid them secretly
 after this harsh law had been

 passed. A Scotch-Irishman, be-
 cause of persecution in his home-
 land, sympathized with the Negroes
 who were being cruelly treated in
 America. He agreed to conduct

 a secret school for the children of

 the Free Negroes in the home of
 William and Eliza De Baptiste,
 the parents of Richard De Baptiste
 who later in life became a noted
 minister in the middle West. The

 police watched this and other homes
 for such efforts, but the school ac-
 complished its work before it could
 be broken up.

 Some of these children attended

 another secret school conducted by
 Mrs. Beecham, ą kind English lady,
 assisted by her daughter. They

 worked out a scheme to prevent the
 police from finding out what they
 were doing. They would make the
 children stretch out flat on the

 couch with their books wide open
 before them. They kept on hand
 splinters of wood which they had
 the children dip every now and
 then in a match preparation and
 used with a flint to strike fire as if
 they were making matches.

 When this proved unwise some
 of these ambitious parents sent
 their children to Washington to at-
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 tend the school conducted by John
 F. Cook, the founder of the Fif-
 teenth Street Presbyterian Church.
 In so doing they were running the
 risk of never being able to return
 again to their homes in Virginia,
 but it was not always possible to
 find out on the spur of the mo-
 ment what these youths had been
 doing while away, for they had
 learned to keep a secret.

 In the course of time, however,
 the police began to enforce the hos-
 tile laws rigidly, and there was

 LOUISE COOK HILL

 H. O. COOK

 little chance to get around them.
 By 1850, moreover, the hot debate
 of slavery in Congress was stirring
 the whole country and making bad
 matters worse for the Free Negroes
 in the South. Many of them gave
 up the hope of bettering their con-
 dition in the South and moved to
 free soil* Those who left Fredericks-
 burg went mainly to Detroit, Michi-
 gan. Some of these were from the
 best families of Fredericksburg -
 the Richards, the Lees, the Wil-
 liamses, the. De Baptistes and the
 Cooks.

 One of the most useful and the

 most prominent of these families
 was the Cooks. From this family
 came more distinguished persons
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 than from any others developed
 in Fredericksburg and transplant-
 ed to Detroit. The Cooks had been
 contractors. In Detroit Lomax
 B. Cook became a broker of con-

 siderable ability and also a con-
 tractor. He was the father of Miss
 Lucinda Cook who rendered un-
 selfish service as a teacher in Wash-

 ington, Baltimore and at Wilber-
 force University.

 John Hartwell Cook was the

 first of this family to achieve na-
 tional standing. He prepared

 ( Continued on page 213)
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 Vivian F. Coulter, instructor in
 music at Miner Teachers College.
 The new book will consist of a set
 of children's verses and songs.
 This will be another step in re-
 cording these important manifesta-
 tions of culture in a large area of
 America. We have done much in

 recent years to preserve the folk-
 music among the adult Negroes, but
 we have not done much to collect

 what has developed among the
 children and interested them

 throughout the years. This is a
 much needed effort which will be

 welcomed by those desirous of
 thoroughly understanding America
 and how it has become what it is

 today. No culture of a people can
 be well understood without con-

 sidering all of the contributions
 theretò, even those practices which
 the unsympathetic may pass by as
 barbarous.

 Mrs. Esther Popel Shaw, an in-
 structor in the Francis Junior

 High School, Washington, D. C.,
 has had some interesting experi-
 ences in race relations which have

 brought her invitations to discuss
 such matters in circles thus con-

 cerned. Recently she delivered one
 of these addresses at the Women's

 Club in Lawrenceville, N. J. The
 National Board of the Y.W.C.A.

 became so favorably impressed
 with it that the management pub-
 lished it in pamphlet form through
 the Women's Press to give it a wid-
 er audience. Wherever it has been
 read the comment has been highly
 favorable.

 In this booklet Mrs. Shaw shows

 that "No Child is born Preju-
 diced, ' ' and how " Prejudice Be-
 comes an Insidious Disease." She
 raises the question whether we are
 to have a "Melting Pot or a Seeth-
 ing Caldron?" and then goes to
 the crux of the matter in her dis-

 cussion under the caption "I Never
 Did Like Caterpillars." In showing
 that the Negroes' past has been very
 much like that of other races she re-

 minds the reader, "Not all Slaves
 were of African Origin," She gives
 the situation from "Both Sides of
 the Fence," but makes ą strong
 argument for strengthening the

 bond of unity by granting the Ne-
 gro equal opportunity to make the
 most of himself. The Negro will
 never be satisfied with less, and the
 Uiiited States of America will never

 be the great nation it should be as
 long as the Negro is so handicapped
 as to constitute the weakest link

 in the correspondingly weak chain.

 The Negro Mother
 ( Continued from page 200)

 has enabled the Negro race to rise
 rapidly from the depths to the
 heights of distinctive service and
 renown. Well might one Negro
 mother entitle her account Out of
 the Depths . Reading the testi-
 mony left by Negroes who have
 achieved distinction, the writers of
 the history of our times must place
 the Negro mother at the top of the
 ladder of fame. No mother ever

 accomplished so much after having
 to overcome as many handicaps.

 Frederick Douglass distinctly re-
 membered his mother as the one
 who in his infancy showed him the
 only tenderness he received as he
 was being grown to be a beast of
 burden in slavery. It was this
 kindness of his mother which made
 him realize what a life of freedom
 would mean if she had been free
 to bless her child with constant
 care. George Washington Wil-
 liams, the distinguished historian,
 owed much to his mother who used

 every opportunity to improve her
 knowledge of things to assist her
 son and direct him toward an in-
 tellectual career. Judge Mifflin
 Webster Gibbs attributed his fav-
 orable start in life to the fact that

 his mother was an industrious,
 frugal woman who devoted herself
 to her children. Henry Highland
 Garnet attributed much of his suc-
 cess to his mother's candor and in-

 tellect. Bishop H. M. Turner be-
 lieved that he was much indebted to

 his mother for good common sense
 and strong mental powers. Martin
 R. Delany believed that he inheri-
 ted much from his mother, "a most
 exemplary Christian, active and
 energetic, with quick perceptions
 and fine natural talents."

 Bishop Daniel A. Payne said that

 his mother was "a woman of fine

 feeling, a tender, loving and faith-
 ful Christian whom the son remem-
 bered with all the reverence of his

 nature." She impressed her own
 nature on the depths of .his heart.
 Joseph C. Price, the great orator
 and educator, felt grateful to his
 mother who, although illiterate her-
 self, went through toil and self-
 denial to give her son his founda-
 tion in the rudiments of knowledge.
 Booker T. Washington pays tribute
 to his mother who, although she
 had little time to give to the train-
 ing of her children, "snatched a
 few moments for our care in thé
 early morning before her work be-
 gan, and at night after the day's
 work was done." Such was the his-

 tory of the Negro mother.

 Wilhelmina M. Cres-
 son in Mexico
 ( Continued from page 206)

 Comfortably situated also are
 some Negroes of the United States
 who have moved to Mexico for the

 enjoyment of liberty and for the
 education of their children under
 modern conditions. One of the
 rich Jones brothers thus resides

 in Mexico, also the family of the
 late Carl A. Hansberry who sought
 there asylum from race hate in the
 United States and recently died
 in Mexico. Thus American Ne-

 groes have begun to follow the ex-
 ample of the defeated Confederates
 who at the close of the Civil War
 moved to Latin America where

 slavery still existed. The system
 was abolished there, too, and their
 descendants are left on those

 grounds to intermingle with those
 Negroes escaping from slavery in
 another form in the United States.

 Only the future can tell the out-
 come of these conflicts and fusions.

 The Cook Family in
 History

 ( Continued from page 196)

 himself the best he could in the

 private schools of the Detroit area
 and then entered Oberlin College
 where he was graduated in the class
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 of 1864. He later studied law and
 was the first Negro lawyer to prac-
 tice in the civil courts of the Dis-

 trict of Columbia. Being one of
 the few Negro college graduates at
 that time; he was naturally in de-
 mand as an educator among the re-
 cently emancipated Negroes. Gen-
 eral 0. 0. Howard, in charge of the
 Freedmen's Bureau, which was un-
 dertaking the relief and the en-
 lightenment of the freedmeiL of
 the South, sought Cook's assistance
 in the tremendous task which had

 been undertaken at the expense of
 the Federal Government. Cook
 served as chief clerk of the Bureau
 from 1867 to 1872.

 One of the most important pro-
 jects launched in the carrying out
 of this program for the uplift of
 the Negro was the founding and
 development of Howard University.
 John Hartwell Cook's contribution

 was as a professor in the law de-
 partment of which he was once
 acting dean. There he came to the
 helm at such an early stage in the
 development of this work that he
 deserves to be ranked along with
 General Howard as one of the

 founders of Howard University. At
 this post he served the most useful
 years of his career, and persons old
 enough to remember him speak of
 the efficiency of his service and his
 loyalty to Howard University.

 John Hartwell Cook left three

 sons to walk in his footsteps to-
 ward usefulness and fame. One of

 these, Hugh Oliver Cook, who was
 born in "Washington, October 31,
 1873, attended school in this city,
 prepared for college at the Boston
 Latin School, and completed the
 college course at Cornell by 1895.
 Later he returned there for gradu-
 ate work and received for his ef-

 forts in 1924 the degree of Master
 of Arts in Secondary School Ad-
 ministration. He had been teach-

 ing for a number of years, having
 served for a short period at the
 Agricultural and Mechknical Col-
 lege at Normal, Alabama, as in-
 structor in mathematics in the Lin-

 coln High School in Kansas City,
 Missouri, under the late G. N. Gris-
 ham, and later as vice-principal in
 the same school under the late J.

 R. E. Lee. In 1924 he became prin-
 cipal there and succeeded in having
 the board of education erect a new

 plant with all the modern improve-
 ments and equipment considered es-
 sential to a secondary institution
 and so extended the course as to

 make it a junior college. From this
 useful position he retired in 1943
 to private life in California. Hugh
 Oliver Cook, Jr., the only surviving
 son of this branch is now serving
 in the armed forces of the United
 States.

 John Hartwell Cook, Jr., the
 namesake of his father, attended
 the Washington Public Schools and
 completed the college course at
 Howard University. He later
 studied pharmacy. He spent his
 best days in the United States civil
 service as a searcher in the Patent

 Office, where for forty-three years
 he rendered efficient service. This
 son was the father of Louise Cook,
 a product of the Washington Pub-
 lic Schools and of Radcliffe College.
 She taught for one year in Balti-
 more in the Douglass High School
 and later at Armstrong and the
 Dunbar High School of Washing-
 ton, D. C. She married Professor
 Joseph N. Hill, of Lincoln Univer-
 sity of Pennsylvania. Lenoir Cook,
 a son of John Hartwell Cook, Jr.,
 completed the course at Dartmouth
 leading to the degree of Bachelor
 of Arts and studied further at Co-
 lumbia University where he ob-
 tained the degree of Master of
 Arts. He is now head of the de-
 partment of modern languages at
 Shaw University.

 The most distinguished of these
 three sons was Will Marion Cook.
 He was born, in Washington, D. C.,
 in 1869. At the early age of 13
 young Cook wafe sent to Oberlin
 for training in music. There he
 favorably impressed his teachers
 and on his merit won a scholarship
 to study the violin in Berlin under
 Josef Joachim, one of the cele-
 brated authorities in music at that
 time. At the conclusion oř nine

 years of study in Berlin Cook re-
 turned to the United States and

 studied briefly under Anton Dvor-
 ak in 1895, in the National Con-
 servatory of which this master was
 the director. Few persons of
 Cook's time therefore had enjoyed
 suqļh advantages for training in
 the musical field.

 In view of the classical training
 which he experienced some per-

 ' sons raised the question as to why
 Cook in his maturity restricted
 himself to the Negro idiom. The
 answer is that he, like Paul Lau-
 rence Dunbar, understood the
 pathos and philosophy beneath the
 brogue and the folksong of , the
 Negro and had the courage to un-
 dertake to interpret it. Cook be-
 gan his public career at the time
 that development of the Negro in
 music was reaching a turning
 point in this country. The public
 had become surfeited with the fiat

 and gross mimicry of the old plan-
 tation Negro as staged by the min-
 strel troupes of the last quarter of
 the nineteenth century. Along came
 the new Negro songsters with pop-
 ular songs based on the life of the
 Negro at the turn of the century.
 These developed into musical com-
 edies. Cook, connecting with Wil-
 liams and Walker, stars of that
 day, in the new era of the Negro
 on the stage, came to their rescue
 in applying his thorough knowl-
 edge of music to give these <new
 productions the finish and touch
 necessary to bring them into con-
 formity with the highest and best
 musical standards. Cook com-

 posed many of such songs in his
 own right and helped others to
 give their, efforts a professional
 finish. After composing so many
 of these popular songs he under-
 took to work out of these fragments
 a Negro opera. This did not suc-
 ceed, for the public was still too
 close to slavery to appreciate the
 dramatization of the past of the
 Negro. The Negro himself could
 not always appreciate the objective,
 and he had no way to finance such
 an effort if he had considered it

 worthy. Had Cook lived at anoth-
 er time when he could have been
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 better appreciated he would have
 struck a much higher stride.
 Cook's compositions were num-
 erous and some of his productions
 are still very popular. In 1898,
 collaborating with Paul Laurence
 Dunbar, he wrote 6 ' Clorindy ' ',
 which broke down the bars of

 Broadway. The public liked best
 his music for "In Dahomey/ ' for
 " Abyssinia,' ' for "Bandanaland,"
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 for "The Casino Girl," for the
 ' ' Darkey town, ' ' and for ' ' The Trai-
 tor. ' ' His great song hits were
 "Mandy Lou," "Happy Jim," and
 "Red, Red Rose,". He produced
 such remarkable choral pieces as
 "Swing Along," "Exhortation,"
 and the "Rain Song." His other
 attempts of consequence were
 "Wid the Moon, Moon, Moon,"
 and "Down Lovers Lane."

 Will Marion Cook married Abbie

 Mitchell, from whom he was sep-
 arated after she had borne his two

 children. She is still a popular
 actress. One of the two children,
 a daughter, married Louis Douglass
 and now lives in New York. The

 son, Mercer Cook, is a professor in
 the department of Romance Lan-
 guages at Howard University.

 Mercer Cook was born in Wash-

 ington, D. C. He studied in the

 public schools of New York City
 and in the city of his nativity. He
 secured his secondary education
 at the Dunbar High School. He
 completed the college course at
 Amherst in 1925 in the class along
 with Governor William H. Hastie,
 Councilman Benjamin Davis of
 New York City, and Dr. W. Mon-
 tague Cobb, of the Howard Medical
 School. Dr. Charles R. Drew was
 in the class behind Cook.

 Because of his high scholarship
 Amherst awarded Cook the Simp-
 son Fellowship of $1,800.00 which
 made it possible for him to study
 the French language and literature
 for a year at the Sorbonne in Paris.
 Returning to the United States in
 1926 he began . teaching at the
 Agricultural and Technical Col-
 lege in Greensboro, North Carolina.
 In the fall of 1927 he went to

 teach at Howard University. Hp
 took the time to study in the Grad-
 uate School of Brown University,
 which in 1936 conferred upon him
 the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.
 On resuming teaching that fall he
 became the head of the department
 of Romance Languages at Atlanta
 University as reconstructed under
 John Hope. There he worked until
 1943 when he was called upon to
 direct the English-teaching proj-
 ect in Haiti sponsored by the Of-
 fice of Inter- American Affairs. He
 returned to Howard university in
 1945.

 During the busy years of this
 teacher and scholar he has found

 time to produce a number of works
 which have attracted nation-wide
 attention. Among these should be
 mentioned Le Noir (1934) ; Por-
 trait Américains (1938) ; Haitian-
 American Anthology , with the col-
 laboration of Dantès Bellegarde
 (1944) ; Five French Negro Auth-
 ors (1944) ; Handbook for Haitian
 Teachers of English (1945). Dr.
 Cook has in preparation a booklet
 on Haitian education for the Unit-
 ed States Office of Education. He
 serves on the -editorial board of

 The Journal of Negro History , on
 the International Honorary Board
 of Free World, and is a# member of
 the Phi Beta Kappa Society.

 Attacking
 Segregation

 ( Continued from page 194)

 line should not be drawn in that
 country, and racial troubles never
 develop there. The British drew
 the color line in their dependencies,
 especially in what is now the Unit-
 ed States, and we had to have a
 civil war to settle the matter which
 has not yet been settled. Brazil
 wiped out the color line along with
 the destruction of slavery, and that
 country bids fair to develop solid-
 ly without the unnecessary effort of
 frittering away the energy of the
 people in painful race clashes.

 The Last Hope of
 Aristocracy

 (Continued from page 216)

 the South will not tolerate it much
 longer, and it is only a matter
 of time before either such leaders or
 a sufficient number of them will be
 defeated to wrest the control of
 the nation from their clutches even
 though they may retain the firm
 support of the Northern Republi-
 cans who have helped them to op-
 pose progress. At present, more-
 over, labor is the greatest force in
 the world today. What labor wants
 it eventually receives. Even the
 President of the United States can-
 not exercise the, power now lodged
 in the hands of men like John
 Lewis and Phil Murray. In fact
 these men are dictating to political
 parties and to the functionaries
 whom they elect to make and ex-
 ecute the laws of the country. Only
 one other step is necessary before
 some labor leader will be chosen
 as the President of the United
 States. That will make possible
 the nationalization of industry -
 the elimination of the industrialists
 in order to secure democratic con-
 trol of everything concerned with
 the production of food, shelter, fuel
 and clothing and the lines of com-
 munication and transportation.
 Whether we agree or not there is
 little the opposition can do about it.
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